Helping Providers Stay in Business
Sponsors can become more active in helping providers be more successful as a business. Providers who are more successful as a business are more likely to stay in business longer.

Fact-finding: why do providers go out of business?

· What would make a difference in keeping them in business?

· What type of help do existing providers need?

· Record keeping tax help to keep more of their own money

· Marketing help to recruit/retain clients

· Money management help/budget

· Help to expand their business

· Counseling/mentoring help with non-financial and financial issues

Record Keeping/Tax, Marketing, and Money Management Help

I. Be a clearing-house for business resources to help providers save money

· Offer classes, webinars, articles on the business of family child care
· Can use handouts, articles at www.tomcopelandblog at trainings, newsletters, etc.

· Family Child Care Record Keeping Guide (Redleaf Press) – by Tom Copeland 

· Family Child Care Business Planning Guide (Redleaf Press) – by Tom Copeland

· Family Child Care Marketing Guide (Redleaf Press) – by Tom Copeland

· Family Child Care Money Management and Retirement Guide (Redleaf Press) – by Tom Copeland

· Family Child Care Business Planning guide (Redleaf Press) – by Tom Copeland

· Free online classes on five business topic areas by Tom Copeland
· North Dakota CCRR Network: http://www.ndchildcare.org/training/search-register.html
· Tennessee Child Care Online Training System: http://www.tccots.com/
· Family Child Care Business Curriculum (Redleaf Press) – By Tom Copeland: http://www.redleafpress.org/Family-Child-Care-Business-Curriculum-Set-P906.aspx
II. Ensure that providers are eligible for Tier I

· Handouts  

· How to Read a Family Child Care Provider’s IRS Tax Forms

· Family Child Care Household Income Eligibility Worksheet

III. Help providers file accurate tax returns

· Identify local tax preparers with experience in doing family child care returns

· My Family Child Care Tax Workbook and Organizer can help providers doing their own taxes. My Family Child Care Tax Companion can help providers who use tax preparers to reduce tax preparer errors

· I can review, for free, the tax returns of providers who are members of The Child Care Business Partnership: http://tomcopelandblog.com/the-child-care-business-partnership-tom-copeland-minute-menu-and-you
